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Remembering A Modern Day
Vaggeyakara
Dr. Mangalampalli Balamuralikrishna

Dr. Alekhya Punjala
Kuchipudi and Bharatanatyam Dance Exponent
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Music has had a very special place in the hearts of Indian people
and its very diversified vibrant culture. It has been regarded as
one of the noblest of arts with a spiritual significance in general
and a divine identity in the realm all Indian traditions. From times
immemorial it has been believed that all arts evolved from god or
Paramatma and were meant to be rededicated at his lotus feet. We
can without doubt that state music purifies the human soul and
shows the path of spiritual living.

The vaggeyakaras of south made the bhakthi moment 2
glorious, everlasting stream of sheer blissful poetry. Vaggeyakaras
were those great souls who not only composed lyrics mostly Bhak#
in nature but also set them to music or ragas. The great Vishnava
Saints like Sri Aadi Shankaraacharya, Sri Ramanuja Charya and Sri
Madbava Charya helped in understanding the essence of the Indian
philosophy and educated the public through their rich discourses,
whereas the great musical saints — vaggeyakaras like Annamacharya,
Purandaradasa and Sri Thyagaraaja helped in enlightening the
common people through their soul stirring compositions replete
with bhakthi or devotion. The greatness of carnatic tradition has
been enriched and its pristine purity highlighted by many great
musicians, scholars and exhaustive line of singers of high calibre
in south India. At this juncture, without any hesitation one can
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